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Introduction
• University of Ljubljana &
Faculty of Theology
• project and initiatives:
who are we and how is
our work related to
preschool/kindergarten
education?
• the plan

Why these issues are important?
 rapid and profound changes present the education sector and
especially education professionals with new challenges
 an all encompassing nature of ethical reflection and awareness calls
for an integrative and holistic approach
 teachers and educators often lack more specific knowledge about
ethics and related competencies to tackle them in the classroom in a
coherent and integrative way
 early childhood education is the most important phase to initiate a
healthy development
 ethics education, intercultural dialogue and critical thinking have a
significant role in forming an ethically mature human person
 dialogical nature of ethics and ethics education therefore prescribes
openness toward the other and especially to be open in the process
of mutual growth and learning
 digital media and other technologies provide an effective mean for
transmission of knowledge, motivation of teachers and exchange of
experience

What do we mean with ethics and
values education?

o The relational and communitarian nature of ethics (arising out
of the recognition of a human being as relational being, a being
of community, and a being of dialogue) is extremely important
and dictates reflections on justice, solidarity, compassion, and
cooperation.
o Ethics and values education applies to all aspects of the process
of education, which either explicitly or implicitly relate to
ethical and axiological dimensions of life and are such that can
be structured, guided, and monitored with appropriate
educational methods and tools.
o Ethics and values education is also oriented into nurturing
respectful attitude toward others (both individuals, groups and
communities alike) and putting one’s beliefs, attitudes, and
values into practice. As such it cannot be limited to one school
subject or a set of subjects, since the initial all-encompassing
nature of ethical reflection and awareness calls for a transcurricular, integrative approach.

Ethics and values education
“[O]ne purpose of moral education is to help make children
virtuous – honest, responsible, and compassionate. Another is to
make mature students informed and reflective about important
and controversial moral issues. Both purposes are embedded in a
yet larger project – making sense of life.” (Nord and Haynes 1998)

The main aims of ethics and values
education

 ethical reflection, awareness,
autonomy, responsibility, and
compassion;
 insight into important ethical
principles and values;
 intellectual capacities;
 build a classroom or school
environment as an ethical community;
 overcome prejudice, discrimination,
etc;
 situate an individual into local and
global communities with a mission to
contribute to them.

Ethika project & relationship with
past and current projects

• ETHIKA: Erasmus+ project ETHIKA
Ethics and values education in
schools and kindergartens (9
partner organizations from 6
countries) (2014–2017)
• past} ETHOS: Ethical education in
primary and pre-primary schools
for a sustainable and dialogic
future
• future} LITTLE: Learning together
to live together

Methods
• key methodologies are critical
thinking and philosophy with
children
• teachers report that using the
methods of critical thinking and
philosophizing in the classroom
helps them to stay openminded, to broaden their
horizon and to reflect critically
on their own opinions and
behaviour.

Critical thinking
Critical thinking
Reflective thinking
Epistemic responsibility
Constructive doubt and
intellectual courage

Philosophy
• philosophy for children & philosophy with children
• contemporary philosophical and pedagogical disciplines, which
have a common goal of developing reflective, critical thinking in
children and developing their argumentative skills
• most approaches in P4C/PWC realm embed a multidisciplinary
use of the insights from child psychology, sociology, pedagogy
etc. to complement philosophy as a starting point

Ethika: educational materials and
tools
Topics
•
•
•
•
•
•

justice
responsibility
self-esteem
respect
conflict resolution
ethical action

Age groups
• 3-5 years
• 5-7 years
• 7-9 years
• 9-11 years
• 11-14 years

Key methodologies
1.
2.
3.
4.

Socratic Dialogue
The Values Clarification Process
Holistic Ethical Learning
Using Ethical Dilemmas, Conflict Cases,
Thought Experiments
5. Stories And Biographical Learning
6. The Value and Development Square
7. Conflict Prevention Strategies
8. Moral Decision Making
9. Virtue and Ethics Education - The
MELARETE Model
10. Meeting Differences
11. Ethics in Action

Media technologies
 the essence of ethics and media technologies
 opportunities and dangers
 media technologies as baby-sitters vs media technologies as
development facilitators
 media education
 critical viewing and other media skills (media literacy) vs
critical thinking and ethics

Demonstration
Ethika project

Thank you!
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